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GIRL POWER 


Women come to campus 
to kick comedy butt. See 
when and where inside. 
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SPORTS EQUALITY 


Title IX was established 
to ensure gender equality, 
but, in sports, it may 
have created some 
unintended consequences. 
See how it has changed 
hiring practices for 
intercollegiate sports. 


Tel Sue 


ONLINE 


ws h 1 Nc 


MARTIAL ARTS 


Want to learn practical 
self-defense against 
weapons? Check out 
our video complete with 
sparring clips on Escrima, 
the new Filipino martial 
arts club on campus. 
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PROP. 8 BATTLE . 


The California Supreme 
Court will hear oral 
arguments on Proposition 
8, a voter-approved ballot 
measure that does not 
regard marriage as being 
between anyone other 
than a man and a woman. 
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Cuts deepen, fees increase 


By MICHAEL METTE 
mmette@statehornet.com 


Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and the 
state Legislature passed the new state 
budget last week and hit the California 
State University system hard by cutting 
approximately $163.9 million in funds for 
the CSU through the 2009-10 fiscal year. 

The cuts include a system wide $97.6 
million cut for the rest of the 2008-09 
fiscal year, an additional $66.3 million 


system wide cut for 2009-10 fiscal year 
and an expected system wide 10 percent 
increase in student-fees for the 2009-10 
fiscal year and beyond. 

President Alexander Gonzalez said the 
university has already expected these 
cuts and will be able to financially “tread 
water” next year. He doesn’t know what 
these budget cuts will mean for the 2010- 
11 academic year and beyond. 

To tread water, Gonzalez said he will not 
be hiring staff for non-essential positions, 


docking non-essential travel and “looking 
at ways of doing things smarter.” 

Included in these cuts is a system wide 
increase in student fees. According to the 
state budget, it “reflects an increase in fee 
revenue of $130.4 million associated with 
fee increases of 10 percent for undergrad- 
uates, graduates and teacher credential 
candidates.” 

Gonzalez said that tuition hikes are “al- 
most a forgone conclusion” with fee in- 


creases of approximately $350 occurring 


as soon as the fall 2009 semester. He men- 
tioned that other fees like parking permits 
would not be increased. 

According to the California State Uni- 
versity Chancellor’s Office, the system 


wide reductions place the CSU system 


$283 million below its expected opera- 
tional needs for the next two years. 
“While we recognize the severity of the 


state’s financial crisis? CSU -Chancellor 


see Budget | page A3 


ATE | FIFTH ANNUAL SMACKDOWN IN SACTOWN 


SEE THE FULL STORY ON A6 


Shannon Schureman State Hornet 


Psychology graduate student Robert Davis prepares his robot for a battle at the fifth annual Smackdown at Sactown Robot Competition in the University Union. 


No tunds 


for repair 


By CATHERINE ROBLEDO 


crobledo@statehornet.com 


The River Front Center - home to restaurants such as Togo’s, Hula 
Dog and Kung Fu Fat’s ~ lost $147,269 in revenue after it closed 
down for a week and a half to fix degraded plumbing underneath 
the floorboards and pump 25,000 gallons of water out from a crawl- 


space. 


The center closed on Feb. 11 when Facilities Services discovered 
the water leak in a crawl space; they said the condition had gone 


unnoticed for months or possibly years. 


Facilities Services said the center's closing is just a part of an ongo- 
ing problem of the small maintenance budget tackling Sacramento 


see River Front | page A4 


Last Saturday, students mostly likely just wanted 
to sleep in, unwind and escape the pressures of the 
academic week. That wasn't the case for Jesus Lopez, 
an English major who joined more than 200 of his 
fellow students for the sixth annual California State 
University Honors Consortium Student Conference 
hosted at Sacramento State. 

The conference showcased student research and 
presentations on historical and current issues. 

“It is not a competition,” said Sac State’s Honors 


ideas...” 


“It is not a competition, but rather an opportunity for us to really share in the research and 


Roberto Pomo, Honors Program director 


Honors on display 


By JULIA BAUM 
jbaum@statehornet.com 


Program director Roberto Pomo. “I want to be clear 
about that - it is not a competition, but rather an 


opportunity for us to really share in the research 


and ideas...” 

Lopez presented his research on the history of 
the petroleum industry and how it emerged from 
the automotive industry in the early 20th century. 
Students came from all over the state to put their 
original work on display inside the University 
Union, including oral presentations on such sub- 
jects as science, engineering, medicine, and the arts 


see Honors | page A4 


Jazz Singers make il 
on Ben Folds’ album 


Claire Padgett State Hornet 


After closing for 15 days to replace pipes that had been 
eee corroded, the River Front Center reopened last 


By ANNE MORRISON 
amorrison@statehornet.com 


The Sacramento State Jazz Sing- 
ers will be featured on an a cap- 
pella album put together by Ben 
Folds from the group Ben Folds 
Five. The ensemble, an advanced 
vocal group in the jazz music 
department, was one of the 18 
groups chosen out of more than 
200 applicants. 

Kerry Marsh, jazz music pro- 
fessor and the ensemble adviser, 


heard about the competition 
through professional. singer Don 
Gooding. The album will be com- 
posed of various a cappella groups 
from different universities singing 
their own versions of his songs. 

Marsh quickly made an arrange- 
ment of Folds’ song, “Selfless, 
Cold and Composed.” He slowed 
down the tempo and added some 
soulful flares to the original. 

The 16 students in the ensemble 
practiced the song twice before 
recording it at their third prac- 


tice. The vocal percussions, more 
commonly known as beat-boxing, 
were done by Antoinette “But- 
terscotch” Clinton. Clinton is the 
2007 West Coast beat box cham- 
pion, as well as ‘a previous Sac 
State student. She was in the area 
to visit her parents from Los An- 
geles, and joined the group for the 
recording. 

Kate Janzen, senior vocal jazz 
and classical composition major, 


see Jazz | page A3 
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Projects underway 


By MICHAEL METTE 
mmette@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State is a jewel in the region, Mayor 
Kevin Johnson said during his state of the city 
speech on Feb. 25. One of his priorities is to be 
committed to expanding the relationship between 
the city and the university. 

. Johnson said he is dedicated to the principles 
established in the August 2008 Memorandum of 
Understanding signed by President Alexander 
Gonzalez and former mayor Heather Fargo. It was 
implemented to showcase the relationship between 
Sac State and the City of Sacramento, highlighting 
that the university and city will work together to 
create projects beneficial to both. 

“We don't just want to sign a document once 
a year, Johnson said. “When I campaigned for 
mayor, Sac State was the most under appreciated 
resource in the Sacramento region. I think there is 
so much potential here, and I’m ready to take it to 
the next step.” 

Johnson said that he would be meeting with Gon- 
zalez on Feb. 26 to discuss the relationship between 
the university and the city. — 

Gonzalez said that they would be discussing the 
memorandum and how the city and university can 
work together in the future. : 

“Tt is my view that the university and the city are 
one, Gonzalez said. 

He went to say that some of the plans Johnson 
mentioned in his speech could be facilitated by the 
university-city relationship, including Johnson’ call 
for Sacramento citizens to perform more commu- 
nity service. 

Gonzalez said Sac State has already united with 
the city in this fashion, including the work Sac 
State’s engineering program did with the city to 
examine waste disposal. 

He added that the city has been communicating 
with the university ever since the memorandum 
was signed, noting that City Manager Ray Kerridge 
and his staff spearheaded the communication effort. 

Gonzalez expects Johnson to be very involved 
in the ideals expressed in the memorandum and 
hopes that future projects. 

“We haven't gotten to that level yet,’ Gonzalez 
said. “But we're not going to have a bridge to no- 
where.” 

_ During. the speech, Johnson talked about the 

importance of making Sacramento a key city in the 
nation’s development of green technologies. 

“For green tech, you need capital, research and 
intellectual capital,’ Johnson said. “Sac State has two 
of those three.” 

Leaders within the region have already been 
working to make Johnson's dream of Sacramento as 
a green ae central. Included in this i is = 





"Clean Tech Green Pages. x di eC ty of green’ i 
“nology companies within in the Sacraménto area. 









Adalto Nascimento State Hornet 


Mayor Kevin Johnson delivers his first State of 
the City address on Feb. 25 at Sac State. 


Johnson said these progressions will create more 
employment opportunities in the region, including 
possible jobs and internships for students. 

Sophomore anthropology major Stephanie Solo- 
rio said that she is hopeful for Johnsons efforts with 
the school, but doesn’t think he will follow through. 

“T think he will try,’ Solorio said. “But he wont be 
able to succeed because of the economic crisis. | 
support him completely, but he will most likely not 
follow through.’ 

Faculty Senate Chairman Bruce Bikle said he 
thinks Johnson will be able to make improvements 
to the relationship between Sac State and the city. 

“Our relationship with the city is not like going 
to a stadium and seeing the Coor’s sign,’ Bikle said. 
“But quietly things are happening.” 

Associated Students, Inc. Executive Vice President 
Roberto Torres supports Johnson and the memo- 
randum saying it is apparent that Johnson wants a 
strong partnership between the university and the 
city. 

“The fact that he came to Sac State for the state of 
the city says we're in his radar.’ Torres said. 

He did stress that students need to be included ° 
in the conversation with Johnson and Gonzalez 
on projects the school and city might collaborate 
on, like the 65th Street redevelopment and transit 


_ services. 


Johnson's speech also discussed how he plans on 
making Sacramento a destination city, not just the 
midpoint between San Francisco and Lake Tahoe. 

His vision includes updating downtown's 
landscape with the Railyard Project, the K Street 
streetscape project and the River Dock promenade 
project, getting a new arena for the Sacramento 
Kings and increasing Sacramentos police force, 
making the city one of the safest in California. 
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TALK ABOUTIT 


CAMPUS LIFE UNIVERSITY BALLOT 
(CLUB) 
Deadline for Registration at the ASI Gov- 
ernment Office is 
5:00pm on Friday, 3/20/09 


The Campus Organization Ballot 
Revenue Policy is a program of ASI where 
clubs and organizations can receive funding in 
the Annual Elections. Each time students 
vote, they can also vote in favor of any clubor . 
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~ QUALIFICATIONS 


organization, which wants to participate in the 2.50 


election. In turn, that club or organization 
receives $2 for every vote. Consequently, 
participation in the Annual Elections holds.a 
fiscal reward. This reward from the Annual. 
Election does not take away eligibility from 
programs such as Dollars for Organization & — 
Clubs (DOC). This is an additional source of — 
funds for your club/organization to utilize: 


REQUIRED for ELIGIBILITY | 

1. This two-sided document must be typed 
or printed legibly. [ 
2. _ The club/organization eine be officially 
recognized and approved by the Students — ¥ 
Activities Office. ae 
3. All séttions of this @oeurosriinus tbe 
completed, signed, and tumed in to the A 
ated Students’ Government Office (3r 
the University Union) by 5:00pm on Friday, 
3/20/09. 

4. — Clubs and organizations must follow th 
University guidelines oe ante rules 
and regulations. en ae 3 
5. .” *The club/organization. must hav. 
ness account with Associated Stu 4 
ness Office. ae 
6.  *Funds will_be released for the as 
year after club/organization comphates Club | 
Ballot “anh : 

Request Form with Associated Students’ Bus Me 
ness Office between July 1, 2009 and June a 
2010. 

*Club Ballot Request Form will be availa 
after July 1, 2009, at the AS/ Business Office 
3rd floor University Union. 






























SCHEDULE OF CADIDATE neat 
Debate Dates and Locations 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 


Graduate Director, College of Education and Director of 
Monday, April 13, 2009 from 12:00 to 1:30pm in the Main Librg 


College of Arts and Letters, Health and Human 
Science and Mathematics 
Tuesday, April 14, 2009 from 12:00 to 1:30pm in 


College of SSIS, Engineering and Comp 
of Business Administration 

Thursday, April 16, 2008 from 12:00 to 1:30pm 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS: 


Vice President of Academic Affairs a 
Monday, April 20, 2009 from 12;00 to 1:30p 


Executive Vice President and Vice F 
Tuesday, April 21, 2009 from 12:00 to 1:34 


Presidential Debate 
Thursday, April 23, 2009 from 12:00 to 1:30 
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cate -7 units eacttise 
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Budget: CSU forced to reduce enrollment levels by 10,000 for fall 


Continued | page Al 


Charles Reed said in a press release, “the budget 
does not provide the resources the system needs to 
meet the needs of our students and fund our op- 
erations. ‘This will impact our ability to maintain 
quality services for our 450,000 current students, 
and we have already been forced to reduce the in- 
coming student enrollment levels for this fall.” 

Spokeswoman for the Chancellor's Office Teresa 
Ruiz said that as a result of these cuts, the CSU has 
been forced to reduce enrollment levels by 10,000 
students this upcoming fall to align with the fund- 
ing provided by the state. 

“These fund reductions will result in decreased 
access for students, fewer course sections for stu- 
dents and a scaling back of other student services,’ 
Ruiz said. 

She added that this is the second year in a row 
that the CSU system has received no funding from 
the state for growing operational costs. 

Associated Students Inc. Executive Vice President 
Roberto Torres said students will feel the impact of 
the state budget. 

“We're facing a big storm,’ Torres said. “The econ- 


omy will not be getting better any time soon.’ 

Most, if not all, students will feel the budget cuts 
through limited class options and increased tuition 
fees, Torres said. 

“A large number of students are state workers get- 
ting pink slips. If they are paying for school, they 
might not be able to pay,’ he said. 

He added that many of these students will have 
to take out additional loan money, or go to school 
part time, postponing their graduation to continue 
their education. 

Faculty Senate Chair Bruce Bikle said that even 
though the budget has been signed, there are nu- 
merous catches to the deal. 

The state budget depends on $5.8 billion con- 
tained in ballot measures, including one asking if 
the state can borrow $5 billion against future state 
lottery revenue, appearing on the May 19 special 
election ballot. 

Without voter approval of these ballot measures, 
the budget will not become fully funded. 

Bikle also said that the legislature is hoping the 
federal stimulus package will fill some of the gaps 


in the budget, including money directed at higher ° 


education. 


“It’s like saying that I'm going to pay you four 
dollars when I originally paid you five,’ Bikle said. 
“But don't worry, because Obama will probably put 
in two dollars making your pay six.’ 

Gonzalez said that he didn't think the university 
will receive direct funds from the federal stimulus 
package which would impact projects including 
the refurbishment of Del Norte Hall. 

Another effect Bikle mentioned was a possible 
freeze to already scheduled faculty pay raises. 

Gonzalez said that pay raises will not be imple- 
mented because of labor contracts with the Chan- 
cellor’s Office. 

Bikle doesn't expect the budget to affect students 
any more this year. Funds for the current academic 
year have already been planned and allocated. 

He expects cuts to affect services like purchasing 
and repairing equipment for faculty. 

“God knows I don’t want my computer to break 
down this semester,’ Bikle said. 

He remains hopeful that the university will 
weather the budget situation. 

“I'm not saying theres a hole in the bottom of the 
boat,” Bikle said. “But it’s leaking.” 


Jazz: Ensemble practiced twice before recording 


Continued | page Al 


filmed the recording and posted it on 
YouTube. She said she received many 
responses and even one from Folds 
himself saying he loved the rendition 
and asking for a contact number. 

Word spread quickly through the 
jazz department. “We're a pretty tight 
knit family,’ Janzen said. 

Everyone was ecstatic. “It’s a special 
experience,’ said Glynis Davies, senior 
vocal jazz major. 

Davies sang with the group, but was 
pessimistic of their chances to win a 
spot on the album. A longtime Ben 
Folds Five fan, she couldn't believe that 
Folds was reaching out in such a way. 

“It's so cool Ben Folds actually cares 
about these university groups, Davies 
said. 6 

The recording had no overdubs, and 
was very cut and straight to the point. 
Folds seemed to appreciate this, and 
kept the original recording instead of 
having the group re-record with him 
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“The re-harmonization is insane!” 

Folds said about the group in a blog 
entry on his Myspace.com page. “I se- 
riously doubt we could have improved 
on them to have come limping in with 
our equipment for re-recording,’ Folds 
said. 

The group was disappointed not to 
be able to meet Folds in person, but 
was more than satisfied with what they 
achieved. 

Folds’ vocals were sung by female so- 
loists to separate the group from oth- 
ers who generally had men sing Folds’ 
part. The singers were required to learn 
their parts before coming to rehearsal, 
so the group could focus on blending 
their voices together, and tackling the 
re-harmonization in the middle of the 
song. 

“To my knowledge, no other vocal 
jazz ensembles entered the contest, 
and so we had sort of a special sound 
when compared with the field” Marsh 
said. 

Folds decided to put together an 


album after he saw various YouTube 
videos of different university students 
singing a cappella versions of his songs. 

“Rather than strike out against them 
for copyright infringement, he em- 
braced their performances, which he 
saw as coming from a place of appre- 
ciation for his writing and artistry...’ 
Marsh said. The proceeds go to the al- 
bum will go to VH1's charity, Save the 
Music. 

Ian Brekke, senior vocal jazz major, 
was surprised at the feedback about 
the song and video. “For us, it's almost 
a common place thing, a common ar- 
rangement, Brekke said. Brekke said it 
doesn't feel like a big deal when youre 
doing it; he was caught off guard by its 
popularity. 

“Tt hits you more and more as people 
start to see it,’ Brekke said, “It becomes 
almost viral.” 

The Sac State jazz music department 
contains three groups, Vox 2, C-Sus 
(pronounced SEE-sus) and Jazz Sing- 
ers. Each group practices three times 
a week for an hour a day. Vox 2 is the 


beginning group, C-Sus is the interme- 
diate and Jazz Singers is the advanced 
group, usually composed of seniors 
about to graduate from the jazz music 
program. 

All the groups, under Marshs direc- 
tion, won the top three places at the 
Reno Jazz Festival for best college vocal 
jazz groups. Jazz Singers won first place, 
C-Sus second and Vox 2 third place. In 
addition, the Jazz Singers were chosen 
for the Down Beat magazine award for 
best college vocal jazz group in 2008. 
Down Beat is a premier jazz magazine. 

The album does not yet have a release 
date, but is in the final stages of produc- 
tion. 

To see the video of them performing, 
follow this link: http://www.youtube. 
com/watch?v=kB9hjYLkTMg. 


>< >< P< 
Contact Anne Morrison in the 
News department at 
(916) 278-7248. 


Junior international business major Lucy Rent- 
eria said she is not happy about the imminent tu- 
ition increases, but thinks there is nothing she can 
do about it. 

“What is the point of complaining,’ Renteria said. 
“Nothing is going to change, I don't even look into 
it because it won't change.” 

Sophomore anthropology major Stephanie Solo- 
rio said she is not happy about fee increases, but 
understands the circumstances. 

“It sucks, but it could be worse,’ Renteria said. 
“Tt’s a lose-lose situation.” ; 

Renteria also placed blame on the Legislature for 
the budget issues and swelling tuition costs. 

“Legislatures don't do their jobs,’ Reteria said. 
“We're just stuck with them though. Maybe they'll 


. legalize pot, so we can all get high and not worry 


about it.” 


>< >< P< 
Contact Michael Mette in the 
News department at 
(916) 278-7248. 





Joey Leonard State Hornet 


Senior Melissa Fulkerson plays the piano while 
senior Gaw Vang and sophomore Courtney 
Anderson sing in a Jazz Singers rehearsal on 
Friday. 


The Feb. 25 article “Clevenger reflects on gaming passion’ by Anne Morrison incorrectly described computer science professor John Clevenger’s children. 
He has one son and one daughter. The State Hornet apologizes for the error. | 
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THE U.S. ARMY STRENGTH IN ACTION TOUR 



















Show your strength, stand out 
from the crowd and learn more 
about the U.S. Army. 


The Tour includes: 


Rock Climbing Wall, PackBot Driving Demo, 

: Fitness Challenge, Aviation Experience, 
Guitar Hero, Leadership and Education 

fe Kiosks, Personalized Dog Tags 


+ Experience the Tour 
March 12-13, 2009 


| at Sac State College 
-* 6000 J Street * Sacramento 
PARKING LOT 10 
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Honors: Students’ presentations ranged from ens to art 


Continued | page Al 


and humanities, according to the press release from Sac State’s Public 
Affairs Office. 

The project included how entrepreneurial and scientific innovation, 
specifically the invention of the mass-produced Model T in 1908 by 
Ford Motors and the first “oil gushers” in the southwestern U.S., simul- 
taneously developed beside each other to create the oil industry and 
increase the use of reserves. His research hypothesized an impending 
petroleum industry downfall supported by the peak oil theory, which 
says that oil reserves will now only decrease. Lopez said this has been 
happening since the 1970s and that there are projections as recent as 
2005 Saying that it has happened again on a worldwide scale. 

Lopez said that he is involved with the Honors Program to improve 
his research and analytical skills so that he.can one day write for a 
newspaper. This is his third year attending the conference; in prior 


years he gave speeches about financial aid and social boundaries in 
Rwanda. 

All Honors Program members are eligible to apply to deliver their 
papers each year. Students submit their research to directors of various 
academic programs who then evaluate the submissions. Pomo said 
most papers are chosen because the quality of work is high. No awards 
are presented; the students just get a chance to shine in front of his or 
her peers for several minutes. 

Pomo said every Honors Program has a “capstone program, which is 
a student’s collection of research. 

“It could be a whole semester, it could be an entire year, but it’s usu- 
ally over a couple of years and so most of the research that is shared is 
senior thesis level.” 

Pomo said because the work is all done by undergraduates, that 
makes their research particularly compelling. 

“Its advanced upper-division-level work and in some cases gradu- 


ate-level work, depending on the field... 
graduate schools,” he said. 

Despite his familiarity with the process, Lopez said he still gets 
nervous. He said introducing his research to his peers was “a little bit 
nerve-wracking, and that he sometimes worries that his work doesn't 
match up. 

Pomo said the students in the program are the ones who make the 
conference happen. 

“Each one of them has had a specific area of responsibility, and so the 
planning process has been outstanding just because our students made 
it happen. This is really a student-driven program.” 


many of them will go on to 


ie i ti 
Contact Julia Baum in the 
News department at 
(916) 278-7248. 





River Front: 25,000 gallons of water pumped from crawlspace 


Continued | page Al 


State's approximately $132 million worth 
of deferred maintenance projects. 

Facilities and Utilities Director Linda 
Hafar said that the availability of funds 
for maintenance to address these types of 
problems, such as the degraded plumbing, 
is about $600,000 a year. 

“In other words, our budget is only 0.4 
percent of the actual need,” Hafar said. 
“This puts us in a situation that we can 
only afford to repair what breaks or comes 
to our attention as already broken.” 

Stacy Hayano, university budget officer, 
said that the Chancellor’s Office provides 
each campus with cost increases associated 
with certain mandatory costs that should 
be built into the campus budgets. 

The Chancellor's Office identified that 
$203,000 needed to be put into the 2008-09 
campus budget for Facilities and Utilities, 
which was added to the existing campus 
budget of $3,773,000. 

Hayano said that the Chancellor’s Office 
did not identify any amounts to the CSU 
campuses to set aside for deferred main- 
tenance in the 2008-09 budget, so no ad- 
ditional budget was allocated to Facilities 
Services. 





Claire Padgett State Hornet 


Togo’s recieved a fresh shipment for the 
reopening of the River Front after the 
two weeks of constructing and replac- 
ing pipes last Thursday. 


finding because they couldn't see how bad 
it was until they saw the degraded plumb- 


“We keep up with roof replacements be- 
cause they're out in the open,” Richardson 
Sais 

Hafar said that Facilities Services routine- 
ly inspects and maintains approximately 2 
million square feet of building space on 
campus, not including the Hornet Stadium 
or the three parking structures. 

She said the frequency of inspections 
depends upon the type of equipment or 
system being maintained. There are 49 
positions that perform maintenance or in- 
spections on the buildings. 

The crawl space is large and has segment- 
ed chambers. The contractor pumped out 
about 25,000 gallons of water from six dif- 
ferent chambers. 

Hafar said that utilities don’t know how 
the cost is going to be paid yet, but sug- 
gested emergency reserves. 

“If there are no reserves, then we will. pairs. 
have to delay some other repair to another 
year, Hafar said. 

Hafar does not know of any other failings 
in the center’s building. 

“Some systems were turned off during 
the repairs to avoid more water intrusion,” 


“I meet up with people there. It’s a hang- 
out spot,’ Sarmiento said. 
ing. Jennifer Healey, a sophomore and Drap- 
ers Hall resident, goes to Togos once a 
week because it’s convenient for her to 
walk to. 

“Nobody wants to walk across campus to 
get subway, Healey said. 

Freshman Sequoia Mott said that she was 
mad that the center closed, but returned 
immediately to eat at Togo’ after it re- 
opened. 

Celexsy Adame, marketing services di- 
rector for University Enterprises, Inc., said 
that no employees were laid off, but the 
center's eateries, Kung Fu Fat’s and Gordito 
Burrito, sent employees to their alternative 
locations in the University Union. 

Miyagi and Mego were not able to con- 
tinue business operations during the re- 


Hafar estimated that the center has ac- 
cumulated $5.12 million in deferred main- 
tenance, and will cost $90,000 to fix the 
degraded plumbing. 

“The students, faculty and staff deserve 


“Some of the buildings on our campus 
have been in existence for at least 30 years, 
and as much as 60 years, and need more 
work than the CSU or the campus is able 
to fund,” Hayano said. 

Hafar said that state funding hasn't kept 
up with maintenance needs on campus. 

“Were in the terrible position of having 
to react, not prevent,’ Hafar said. 

Facilities Services Associate Vice Presi- 


dent Ronald Richardson said that the bud- 
get is cut down every year and hopes the 
deferred maintenance costs holds steady, 
but can't be paid off with the current 
600,000 per year for maintenance. 

“Even at that rate, we'll never catch up. 
We'll always be behind,’ Richardson said. 

Richardson said that problems such as 
the River Front Center plumbing are the 
ones that the office has the most*trouble 


Hafar said. The systems will be turned 
back on and checked to see if they are op- 
erating properly.’ 

The center reopened on Feb. 26, and em- 
ployees were ready to get back to work at 
the center. 

Freshman Christopher Sarmiento said 


_that he prefers going to a food place such as 


the'center to study because it smells good 
and is more entertaining than the library. 


the full array of restaurants on campus, 
and we are delighted to be able to serve EVERY 
the campus community in full swing this WEDNESDA 

week, Adame said. 


Contact Catherine Robledo in the 
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The On-Campus Recruitment Program serves 
Sacramento State graduating seniors and alumni. 
By signing up for an onentation workshop, 
you will have access fo Fortune 500 companies, 
accounting firms, govemment agencies, and 
other well known organizations. 
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EDITORIAL 


Time to follow visionary leaders 


As he ambitiously laid out a vision 
for and challenge to the people of Sac- 
ramento, Mayor Kevin Johnson capti- 
vated the audience during his State of 
the City Address last week. 

The State Hornet couldn't help but 
be caught up in the enthusiasm. His 
optimism and charisma are a welcome 
change from the perpetually nay-say- 
ing and ineffectual Heather Fargo. 

The Hornet knows it’s going to take 
more than some elbow grease and 
slick talk to transform Sacramento's 
image as a sleepy cow town that is 
only known as the halfway point be- 
tween San Francisco and Lake Tahoe, 
into a desirable destination. It’s one of 
Johnsons main goals, and it can’t hap- 
pen soon enough. 

Sacramento barely qualifies as an 
afterthought when people discuss the 
major cities in California. 

Our city revels in its mediocrity. 
However, Johnson has a vision to 
change all that. The Hornet believes 
Sacramento State is a cornerstone of 
his plans. 

“This is truly one of our great univer- 
sities... We have a very bold president 
in Alex Gonzalez. What you're doing 
is knocking on the door and pushing 


things forward. I just hope that we as 
a city can catch up and embrace your 
leadership and your vision,’ Johnson 
said. 

The Hornet agrees with Johnson. 
While it is easy to nitpick about mis- 
takes, missteps and assorted short- 
comings, President Gonzalez has a 
very definite vision for this university. 

Johnson wants to make Sacramento 
a destination city. One in which our 
biggest tourist attractions aren't limit- 
ed to Fairytale Town and the Railroad 
Museum. 

Gonzalez wants to make Sac State a 
university that’s not immediately dis- 
missed for its atrocious retention and 
graduation rates and eternal fee hikes, 
but instead recognized as a leader in 
the community with state-of-the-art 
amenities - from a commuter campus 
that serves as a stepping stone to a real 
college, to a destination campus that 
attracts and keeps the brightest faculty 


and students from around the nation. 


In his office in Sacramento Hall, 
Gonzalez has a detailed board that 
thoroughly outlines every aspect of his 
Destination 2010 initiative. Its more 
than some idealistic “Vision Board” 
as outlined in that insipid self-help 


manifesto “The Secret.” It’s a calculated 
effort with measurable goals and ac- 
countability. 

Even when a monkey wrench gets 
thrown into his grand plans, such as a 
lack of funding for the long-anticipat- 
ed Science II project, Gonzalez doesn't 
give up. 

Like Gonzalez and Johnson, the Hor- 
net also envisions a brighter future for 
Sac State. Our university should be rel- 
evant to a community larger than our 
campus, where leaders in government, 
industry and technology look to us for 
ideas and solutions. We want employ- 
ers in all fields to be clamoring to hire 
our graduates. 

None of us, Johnson, Gonzalez or the 
Hornet, will get it right all the time. The 
reality is, Johnson has made mistakes. 
Gonzalez has made mistakes. Lord 
knows the Hornet has made mistakes. 

However, real leadership is being able 
to admit mistakes and reassess objec- 
tives in order to move forward. 

As Johnson said in his address, “The 
most important thing I can do is keep 
driving toward change with a sense of 
urgency. This has not been easy, and 
probably wont get easier moving for- 


ward, but it is absolutely necessary that 
we change the culture of complacency 
that exists in our city government.” 

When mistakes are made, vision- 
ary leaders need to be willing to listen 
to different voices, perspectives and 
ideas. 

This is where you come in. Not only 
do people need to buy into these vi- 
sions and work to make these grand 
schemes possible, they need to point 
out when mistakes are made and offer 
educated input when appropriate. 

Johnson and Gonzalez seem willing 
to listen to those whom their decisions 
affect. The Hornet tries to offer a wide 
range of voices and ideas in our pages. 

Again, Johnson said, “Challenge me 
by offering real solutions, not by telling 
me why my idea wont work. Don't tell 
me youre against our initiatives; tell 
me what youre for. Tell me how we can 
get things done. Tell me when it can 
happen. Help me take the steps that are 
necessary to make this a city we can all 
be proud of?’ 

Johnson has a vision. Gonzalez has 
a vision. The Hornet has a vision. We 
need people to work to translate these 
visions into reality. Let's make this city 





Kevin Johnson 
Mayor of Sacramento 


and university a green oasis in the 
desolate times we find ourselves in. 
Otherwise, these ambitions will just be 
mirages in the bleak desert our state has 
become. 
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150 years later evolution 
sull faces intense debate 





David 
Loret de Mola 


If you think evolution is something that directly defies God - or almost 
any other deity - you couldn't be more wrong. 

Its been 150 years since Charles Darwin's book, “On the Origin of Spe- 
cies,’ was published. Since 1859, Darwin's book has inspired masses of 
people to believe in evolution. 

For decades, the idea of evolution has garnered contempt from a vast 
amount of religious people. These people, for the most part, are called 
“Creationists” and seem to mostly consist of Christians. The very idea of 
evolution seems to offend them on a very deep, spiritual level. 

But whats offensive about the idea that, over the hs of millennia, life 
on Earth has changed? 

Reading the Bible, it's hard to see why people have been up in arms 
about evolution. According to Genesis 1:28, “God blessed them [man], 
saying to them, ‘be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and conquer it:” 

Conquer the earth. Couldn't an pe one being have just handed 
humanity the earth? 

Maybe the ability to evolve is how we acquire dominion over the earth. 
Evolution, seen in this way, isn’t some foreign entity to religion; it’s an 
enhancement that is part of God’s Intelligent Design. 

Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI both endorsed evolution in 
this way. Catholicism seems to have given consideration to the theory 
ever since Pope Pius XII’s 1950 Encyclical. 

So, since the theory of evolution is being taught in schools across 
America, would it be right to give Christianity a fair shake and teach the 
Bible in schools ? 

No. | 
Schools should be held to a scientific standard. Subjects that cannot be 
proven, or at least scientifically analyzed, have no place in classrooms. To 
have faith in any religious belief requires the absence of tangible, observ- 
able proof that can be replicated in experiments. 








THURSDAY: 


Matt Rascher believes gay marriage is a human right and that the 


California Supreme Court should invalidate Proposition 8. However, 


he also defends those who donated to the Yes on 8 campaign. 





STATE HORNET OPINION ONLINE 


We could, as a nation, choose to let the scientific standard go and allow 


the Bible to be taught in schools. But to make it fair for the other religions 


in America, we would have to also teach students about polytheistic reli- 
gions, atheism, and other monotheistic religions. 

And where would we draw the line on what is and is not a legitimate 
theory on Intelligent Design? What about less popular religions like 
Scientology? 

The course load would be far too much to cover, even in a year. And . 
aside from that, there's another reason why religion should be kept out of 
our schools: it's just unnecessary. 

Across the entire world, there are places that are devoted to teaching 
theistic beliefs. They're called churches, temples, mosques and dozens of 
other names. 

The truth is: evolution doesn’t contend with religion so much as give 
another view on faith. And if evolution doesn't go against religion, then 
there isnt really a need for a religious counterpoint in schools.. 


>< pd P< 
Contact David Loret de Mola in the 
Opinion department 
at (916) 278-7567. 





Megan Harris State Hornet 


FRIDAY: 


Dan King argues that Proposition 8 is a moot point. California 
offers domestic partnerships, and the LGBT community should be 
happy with just this option. 








Dont get your hopes up, but 
this is probably the last column I 
will ever write. I am in the airport 
terminal waiting to board a plane 
that will take me to San Diego 
for a worthless and life-wasting 
journalism conference that will 
undoubtedly be chock full of use- 
less workshops, criminally ugly 
fellow journalists and a grandiose 
and utterly moronic awards cer- 
emony. 

But as bad as the convention 
will assuredly be, it pales in com- 
parison to what awaits me. 

Flying. The mere thought makes 
my sphincter pucker like I bathed 
in lemon juice and battery acid. 

Yeah, yeah, it’s statistically the 
safest way to travel, but as the say- 
ing goes, “there are lies, damn lies 
and statistics.” 


_ When you reduce it down to 


its most basic element, a pas- 
senger on an aircraft trusts his or 
her life with someone they have 
never met. It takes an incredible 
amount of faith - which I don't 
come close to having - in order to 
feel at ease on an airplane. 

I have done my best to develop 
a standard routine before board- 
ing in order to acclimate myself 
to my situation. 

The routine consists of, but is 
not limited to, willing out all my 
worthwhile possessions to friends 
and family before reaching the 
terminal, deliriously crying in 
the bathroom for a good 20 min- 
utes prior to boarding and getting 
wrecked in the airport bar. 

I attempt to distract myself 
from the scores of potential me- 
chanical difficulties, instances of 
gross negligence and good old- 
fashioned human error that will 
inevitably take place on my flight 
by sizing up potential terrorists 


_ who may be sharing the plane 


with me. 

Why share all of this you? Be- 
cause there is yet another reason 
to lament this putrid mode of 
transportation. 

American hero, Capt. Seder 
“Sully” Sullenberger, who gained 
fame for his miraculous splash 
landing of an aircraft into the 
Hudson River after the jet’s en- 





Jordan Guinn 


gines quit on him, recently ush- 
ered in a whole new era of angst 
and paranoia for me when it 
comes to flying. 

Last week, Sullenberger. spoke 
before the Subcommittee on 
Aviation of the House Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure Com- 
mittee and raised a myriad of 
concerns I had never taken the 
time to previously consider. 

Besides criticizing the busi- 
ness practices of airlines, such as 
saying the companies use .their 
employees like “ATM machines,’ 
Sullenberger went on to say, “It 
is an incredible testament to the 
collective character, profession- 
alism and dedication of my col- 
leagues in the industry that they 
are still able to function at such a 
high level” 

My smattering of loyal readers 
know all too well about my com- 
plete lack of confidence in the 
general goodness of humanity 
and competence of the average 
American worker and will not be 
the least bit shocked by my abil- 
ity to read into his comments and 
envision a worst case scenario. 

Although Sullenberger spoke 
highly of his colleagues, my mind 
cant help but think that I will get 
the pilot who wants to do an im- 
pression of the value of his 401(k) 
using the airplane itself. 

Sullenberger, you are an Ameri- 
can hero, and your actions will 
not be soon forgotten. If I had the 
means to do so, I would purchase 
a private jet and hire you to fly it. 
You would have excellent pay and 
the best benefits and retirement 
package money could buy. 

However, you have spawned a 
new era of hysteria for myself that 
all the Jack Daniels, Wild Turkey 
and Guinness in the world will 
not alleviate. You're an incredibly 
talented pilot, and I know you 
didnt intend to make me even 
more obsessively anxious than 
usual, but I will still blame you 
nonetheless. 


>< >< P< 
Contact Jordan Guinn irt the 
Opinion department 
at (916) 278-7567. 
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Robots battle, inspire kids about math 





Shannon Schureman State Hornet 


The audience watches two robots duel it-out. The Smackdown in 
Sactown competition was sponsored by the Sacramento State 
College of Engineering and Computer Science. — 


By KARINA YEPEZ 
kyepez@statehornet.com 


Every spring semester mechanical engineering students gather old 
keyboards, scrap metal, wood and computer parts to build robots to 
fight for the Hornet championship trophy. 

On Feb, 22, the robots fought to the death, while at tables through- 
out the room, the club members taught and engaged young chil- 
dren in math. The members worked long weeks to prepare for what 
parents and kids said was a great success. 

The time it took for the creation of the individual robots depended 
on the owner's experience and creativity. 

Former competitive robotics member Joe Brown won the champi- 
onship with his robot which took him many hours of designing and 
building. 

Brown was one of the members who started the club six years ago. 

Bryan Solari, senior mechanical engineering major and president 
of the Competitive Robotics club, said that the durability of the 
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robots depends on the combination of time and experience. 

Solari said that the time spent on the robots depends on how 
sophisticated the creator wants the final product to be. The cre- 
ation process can range from one day to many months. Most of the 
robots built by the club for the competition took three full days to 
build, and some had spinning blades. 

Families and attendants watched the blades destroy several robots 
in the crystal exhibition cage. } 

Members of the club had their robots at the show to demonstrate 
their work and answer any question the’attendants may have had. 
One of the goals of the club is showing special interest in kids who 
are motivated to possibly pursuing a career in engineering. 

“We just want everyone who comes, especially the kids, to have 
fun and learn. Letting them know that engineering doesn’t have 
boring math or science,’ Solari said. 

Film studies professor Alyson Buckman said the event intrigued 
and sparked an engineering interest in both of her children. Buck- 
man’s son received a hands-on tutorial in programming the robots, 
which he greatly enjoyed. 

“Hands-on events especially are good at keeping the interest of 
children, and mine were certainly... they enjoyed getting to run 
the robots and make them crash into others,” she said. 

Senior mechanical engineer major Nick Smith said that he has 
enjoyed being in the club for two years. He just likes to just grab 
pieces of metal or old computers to create a bot, knowing he will 
make it work. : ; 

Smith and Solari invite all majors to come to the club, since any- 
one can use their imagination in the creation process. 

“It really doesn’t take much to build one robot, and once you have 
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done one, it’s a lot of fun,” Smith said. 

Senior history major Nicholas Moore came to the club through 
the invitation of an engineering major friend. Moore came to check 
it out, and even though he is not engineering major, he decided to 
sign up. He has been with the club for over two years. 

“There is not a club on campus that has so much fun as we do,” 
Moore said. 

Stephanie Lindsay, Parallax Inc. editor and Sacramento State 
alumna, continues to support and show a variety of education pro- 
grams to engineering students, as she returns back to her Sac State 
roots. | 

One of the ways Lindsay and her husband make engineering edu- 
cation fun is by offering free workshops at the Parallax Inc., Rocklin 
location. [hey teach elementary through college teachers. 

“By preparing the teachers we are educating the students, we find 
that technology literacy is required when students go into different 
fields, ” Lindsay said. 

Solari said that every year many parents thank the club for the 
wide variety of projects that are displayed for their kids to look at. 

“The main attraction of the club is the robots’ battle. We built one 
pound robots, and we fight them to the death,” Solari said. 


i | | 

Contact Karina Yepez in the | 

News department at | 
(916) 278-7248. 


What it Means to Be a Mason 


A special invitation to all who 
would like to learn more about 
being a Mason 


You are invited to attend a 

Masonic Information Night 

sponsored by: 
Sacramento Area Lodges 
‘Sacramento Scottish Rite | 
Sacramento York Rite 

(Wives and Ladies are Welcome) | 


When: Wednesday - March 25, 2009 | 
Doors open: 6:30 p.m. | 
Dinner & Presentation: 7:00 p.m. | 
Scottish Rite : 

6151 H Street, Sacramento 


Free Parking 


Where: 


For more information, or to RSVP for dinner, please call 
the Scottish Rite Office at (916) 452-5881. 


Of all the cardinal virtues, none is more valued in Masonry than 
selfless giving. Nationally, Masons contribute nearly $2 million 
everyday to relieve suffering for the enrichment of mankind. 
Examples of Masonic Charity include the Shriners Burn Institutes 
and the Hospitals for Children, the Scottish Rite Language Clinics, 
and the Knight Templar Eye Foundation, to name only a few. 
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By DAN KING 
dking @statehornet.com 


Title IX was federal legislation passed in 1972 that 
forces schools that received federal money to ensure 
gender equality. 

The text of Title IX of the Education Amendment 
is fairly straightforward: “No person in the United 
States shall on the basis of sex, be denied the benefits 
of, or be subjected to discrimination under any edu- 
cation program or activity receiving Federal finan- 
cial assistance.” 

Since its passing in 1972, it has caused controversy 
on college campuses across the country. While it 
never specifically mentions sports, athletic depart- 
ments have had the toughest time grappling with 
implementing Title IX. 

In particular, mens teams have seen a steady de- 
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cline in the number of programs available. 

In its “Intercollegiate Athletics: Four-Year Colleges’ 
Experiences Adding and Discontinuing Teams” re- 
port, the United States Government Accountability 
Office attributed this decline to the need to reallocate 
budgeting to comply with Title IX requirements. 

Lois Mattice, senior womens administrator in the 
Sacramento State athletic department, said Sac State 
has had to comply with tougher rules due to a 1992 
lawsuit filed by the California National Organization 
for Women (CA NOW) against the California State 
University system. Called the CA NOW consent de- 
cree, it requires CSUs to report annually on gender 
equality in participation, scholarships and equip- 
ment/facilities. One of the people at the forefront of 
the lawsuit was Mary Zimmerman. 

Zimmerman was the former women’s athletic di- 
rector at San Jose State. When women’s sports were 
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brought under the umbrella of the NCAA in 1987, 
she was made associate athletic director. 

“When they combined them, the athletic director 
that was there decided the emphasis was to be foot- 
ball and men’s basketball? she said. “San Jose State 
had a very strong female athletic program in the 
1970s and 1980s. All the work that we had done for 
womens sports was being dismantled.” 

Zimmerman, along with CA NOW, sued San Jose 
State and the CSU system to force Title IX compli- 
ance, and won. 

“I think Title IX has had a dramatic’change,” said 
Kathy Strahan, head coach of the Sac State softball 


team. “I go back to my playing days, to now. We 


didn't know what a scholarship was when I was that 

age. ‘There has been tremendous improvement.” 
According to a CSU report on gender-equity in 

sports, female participation in intercollegiate ath- 
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Graphic by Martin Wood State Hornet 


letics has increased 106.2 percent over the past 13 
years. 

The gender-equity survey, “Voluntary self-moni- 
toring report regarding equal opportunity in athlet- 
ics for women students, annual report 2005-2006; 
reported that 55.4 percent of the participants in Sac 
State-sponsored athletics are women. 

According to the “Women in Intercollegiate Sports” 
survey by Vivian Acosta and Linda Jean Carpenter 
from Brooklyn College, because of Title IX, “more 
college women have more athletic teams available to 
them than ever before.” 

Despite these new opportunities, the number of 
women coaches and administrators have seen a 
marked decline. 


See B2 for a full story on the decline in the 
number of female coaches and administrators 





Draft 





By MITCHELL WILSON 
mwilson@statehornet.com 


Seniors Jamie Schloredt and Iz- 
mena Cabrera have been drafted by 
the Chicago Bandits of the National 


Pro Fastpitch (NPF) softball league. , 


Schloredt and Cabrera are in exclu- 
sive company as only 25 players from 
around the country were drafted. 

Picked 14th-in the third round and 
the first catcher overall in the draft, 
Schloredt is entering her fourth year 
as starter at Sacramento State. Still 
early in the season, Schloredt is al- 
ready Sac State's all-time leader in 
home runs, batting average, RBIs and 
walks. 

“T was absolttely thrilled for her; 
Head Coach Kathy Strahan said. “T 


- knew that the Chicago Bandits were 


going to draft Jamie. Id been talking 
to the owner for a couple of weeks 
leading up to draft day.” 

Having set the single-season RBI 
mark in Sac State history last season, 


picks 


Cabrera surprised everyone when 
she selected with the final pick of the 
draft. “I was really excited, I really 
had no clue I was going to be in the 
draft,’ Cabrera said. Starting in all 53 
games last year, Sac State's left fielder 
was one of 17 players in the nation to 
average at least an RBI per game as 
she finished with 53. 

The team watched the draft online 
together expecting Schloredt to get 
drafted but-were caught off-guard 
when Cabrera was chosen, “Total 
surprise; we were stunned when Iz- 
mena got picked up in the 5th round 
as the last pick,” Strahan said. | 

After Schloredt. was drafted ev- 
erybody had stopped watching and 
missed Cabrera’ selection. “No clue, 
that was a total shocker,” Schloredt 
said. 

“I started crying, I was so excited 
for her. I was actually the one that 
was able to tell her “You're coming to 
Chicago, were gonna be teammates,’ 


see Draft | page B2 


“mina unique position where | can actually bring Escrima to Sacramento State as a faculty advisor... and bring 
in all these people to study Escrima where as they wouldn't have had that opportunity before.” 


James Miranda, faculty adviser for the Filipino Martial Arts Club 


Cwo players ‘Bring it on ’ Eserima 


By MICHAEL MITAL 
mmital@statehornet.com 


If you thought MMA was the only exciting 
style of skilled hand-to-hand combat, think 
again. Escrima, the traditional martial art form 
of the Philippines, combines wooden sticks with 
mesmerizing hand speed to teach students how 
to defend themselves in ways that are both prac- 
tical and effective. 

For students at Sac State, learning this under- 
ground martial art form is as simple as showing 
up to Yosemite Hall and taking part of the new 
Filipino Martial Arts Club, which broke ground 
at the university on February 3. For an initiation 
fee of $50 for students, $65 for non-students, the 
club will teach you how to “improve your self- 
confidence, physical fitness, and self-defense 
skills,” with the first lesson free of charge. 

The club has three main instructors: Maestro 
Dexter Labonog, Guro Jeff Lopez and Guro Jeff 
Nordstrom. Although the club is.relatively new 
at Sac State, the club is eager to expand and is 
welcoming to new members. 

“We have a core group of approximately 10 to 


see Escrima | page B3 Dionisio Mazon, right. . 








Whitney Truderung State Hornet 


Rick Beck, left, practices knife-fighting eens with psychology major 
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Israeli player barred from playing in the Dubai tourney 


Do you think that security was a valid concern for preventing Shahar Pe'er from playing? Or was there something else? 





Michael Mital 


By refusing to grant a visa to Israeli tennis player 
Shahar Peer, Dubai and the United Arab Emirates 
set a dubious precedent for discrimination in sports. 
Not only was.the decision unwarranted and hypo- 
critical but it sent a nf€ssage that the Middle East is 
more concerned with politics and image than host- 
ing a world-class tennis tournament. Peer is a rising 
star in the tennis world and qualified for her spot in 
the tournament based on her talent and hard work. 
To take away her right to earn a living based solely 
on her Israelfnationality screams of injustice. 

The Women’s Tennis Association should also 
shoulder some of the blame for not intervening 
and refusing to let the tournament go on without 
Peer’s presence. Instead, they chose to put their tail 


between their legs and sacrificed morals in favor of 
endorsement money and ticket sales. If nothing is 
done to prevent similar actions in the future, then 
players and sponsors alike should take matters into 
their own hands and boycott any tennis tournament 
hosted by Dubai. 

What makes the situation even more puzzling is 
the fact that only a week and a half after Peer's ban, 
Israeli men’s tennis player Andy Ram was granted 
a visa and allowed to play in the men’s tournament 
in Dubai. In his first round match, two bodyguards 
who were able to give him the necessary protection 
that was deemed impossible for Peer escorted Ram 
onto the court. Not only does this move by Dubai 
add another layer of controversy, but it goes to show 
that sexism and hypocrisy are blatantly in effect 
without any signs of remorse. 

The Middle East and Israel may not be close to 
having diplomatic relations anytime soon, but leave 
athletes such as Peer out of the conflict. This ‘inci- 
dent must be used to serve as the ultimate example 


_of what happens when sports and politics collide. 
It's safe to say, the results are detrimental to both 


parties involved. 





Nick Hunte 


Dubai may be the most luxurious place in the 
world, but lately it has been serving up some un- 
necessary political controversy and the Womens 
Tennis Association returned the favor. 


The WTA fined The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
$300,000 for refusing to grant a visa to Israeli tennis 
player Sharar Peer, which prevented her from par- 
ticipating in the Barclays Dubai Tennis Champion- 
ships. Furthermore, the WTA also required Dubai 
to post.a $2 million guarantee by July 1 that all ten- 
nis players qualified to play in future tournaments 
be allowed to participate and issued entry visas or 
permits. | 

The organizers of the tournament wrote in a writ- 


ten statement.reported by CNN.com: “We do not 
wish to politicize sports, but we have to be sensitive 
to recent events in the region and not alienate or put 
at risk the players and the many tennis fans of differ- 
ent nationalities that we have here.’ 

How could the officials say they were not trying to 
politicize the tournament whatsoever when instead 
they brought more attention to the ongoing politi- 
cal tension by discriminating against a Jewish tennis’ 
player? 

This has been a major setback for Dubai since it’s 
been trying to create a fan base for tennis. Publicity 
for the tournament was jeopardized when the Ten- 
nis Channel cancelled its coverage of the event soon 
after the barring of Peer. | 

Dubai-security should be able to protect Peer eas- 
ily; it's one of the richest places in the world anyway 
so it should be able to afford top notch security. 

Speaking of being rich, the two fines charged to- 
wards Dubai have been the heftiest fines in WTA 
history, but for Dubai, $300,000-and $2 million are 
just two penny drops in a bucket. 

Let’s hope that this will be a lesson for Dubai. Let 
the people watch tennis free of controversy. 








Title [X: Unintended consequences for coaches, administrators 


Continued | page Bl 


A look at the HornetSports website 
shows only 15.4 percent of the head 
coaches (2 out of 13) are women. 

Mattice said it is difficult to find quali- 
fied female candidates for head-coach- 
ing positions. 

“When we are hiring, we are always 
looking for the best person for the job,” 
Mattice said. “Currently there aren't 
very many women out there seeking 
jobs as head coaches. It's not a great job 
as far as having a family. At this level, it’s 
very hard to have a family.’ 

Zimmerman said that while she is 
thrilled with the strides in participa- 
tion, she is disappointed in the decline 
of women coaches. 

“Initially, 90 percent of coaches of 
women’s sports were women, Zimmer- 
man said. “But as soon as Title [IX came 
it also caused the salaries and identifica- 
tion for girls sports to improve. So there 
was more people coming for jobs, and 
since it was mostly male athletic direc- 
tors, they would hire those they were 
most comfortable with, which were men. 
We quickly went from 90 percent down 
to 50 percent of (women) coaches.” 

According to’ Acosta and Carpenter's 
survey, 90 percent of coaches of women’s 
teams were female prior to the passage 
of Title IX. At the'time of their study in 
2004 the number was 44.1 percent and 
getting smaller. 

Keri Elias, junior infielder on the Sac 
State. softball team, had always been 
coached by men before coming to Sac 
State. “Most guy coaches I had were 
baseball players who never played soft- 
ball,’ she said. “Women can relate more 
to girl problems and to actually playing 
the sport. Our coaches played our sport 
at the same level as we are playing.’ 

Mike Connors, Sac State women’s row- 
ing. coach said: “In the coaching ranks 
themselves it has taken a while for wom- 
en to be coaching women and there still 
is lots of head coaches that are men. It’s 


slowly changing. You see that in rowing, 
especially in assistant coaches. It’s also 
a choice. They have to want to do it to 
make it a career.” | 

The Acosta and Carpenter survey dis- 
covered that only 2 to 3 percent of men’s 
teams are coached by a female head 
coach and only 20.6 percent of all teams 
are coached by a female head coach. 

The survey said, “Women have also 
lost leadership of women's sports. In 
the pre-Title IX era, women held almost 
all administrative positions in women's 
athletics programs. Today, almost all of 
those programs are merged with mens, 
and less than a fifth of athletic directors 
are women. They account for fewer than 
one in ten directors of athletics in Divi- 
sion I schools.” 

One of those rare 2 to 3 percent of fe- 
male head coaches in charge of a men’s 
team is Kathleen Raske, director of track 
and field and cross-country at Sac State. 
As director, she coaches both the men 
and womens teams. 

“As a female coach, you always have 
to prove yourself,’ Raske said. “Not just 
once, but you constantly have to prove 
yourself. Female coaches are held to a 
higher standard.” } 

Mattice said both men and women 
sometimes have difficulty being coached 
by a female head coach. “A lot of girls 
prefer a male coach,’ she said, “That's 
because they grew up with their dad be- 
ing their coach. Their role models may 
not be female coaches because they 
grew up with male coaches.” 

Kelly Shepard, freshman outfielder 
for the Sac State softball team, said she 
has played for both men and women 
coaches. 

“T think both are great to have, because 
they treat you differently,’ she said. “I 
think it is great to have different types 
of coaching staffs. People see women 
coaches as different. They think they 
aren't as aggressive or arent as competi- 
tive as the men.” 

Marlene Bjornsrud is the founder and 
CEO of the Bay Area Women’s Sports 


Initiative. She has been involved in 
womens sports for more than 30 years. 

She sees a number of reasons-for a 
decline in women head coaching. “The 
old-boys network is strong and, with 
most athletic directors being men, they 
are more inclined to hire men,’ she 
said. “Women also are less inclined to 
stay in jobs that require 24-7 attention 
and travel. Women also now have more 
choices outside of sports.” 

Zimmerman said women’s teams had 
a large number of women coaches be- 
cause it was one of the few career paths 
for women. “The other thing Title IX 
did was open up vocations for women. 
Prior to Title IX we could be secretaries, 
teachers, coaches or nurses,’ she said. 
“If we get the best and brightest, they 


might want to do something else - a: 


doctor or lawyer or whatever they want 
to do. It’s all part of the unintended con- 
sequences.” ; 

Strahan hasn't seen many of her soft- 
ball players go onto careers in coaching. 
“I don't think many come in with coach- 
ing on their mind. About a third of my 
team is usually criminal justice majors. 
If you are a criminal justice major here 
in the state of California you can get a 
job paying $50-$60,000 a year. In coach- 
ing you are going to be a graduate as- 
sistant making $20,000 a year and go 
somewhere else. If you want to stay in 
the area, coaching might not be an op- 
tion.” 7 

Bjornsrud said while it might be hard- 
er to encourage women to be coaches, 
there isn't an effort being made. 

“Girls need to see strong women in 
their lives,’ she said. “The old-boy net- 
work needs to be dismantled. An ath- 
letic department looks different when 
strong women are involved. It gives it a 
more holistic look and feel” 

Dani Thole, senior Sac State rower, 
hopes to become a rowing coach after 
she graduates from Sac State. 

“In high school, there was a male 


eligibilty if 
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Graphic by Dan King State Hornet 


These figures come from the Voluntary Self-Monitoring Report regarding Equal 
Opportunity in Athletics for Women Students, Annual Report 2005-2006 and 
hornetsports.com. As seen above, women at Sac State have higher eligibility 
and more participation in sports than men with nearly equal levels of expendi- 
tures and grants within their programs, while men hold the majority of coach- 


ing positions. 


coach who tended to treat the men’s 
team more fairly and then the wom- 
en's team he didn't really seem to care 
about,’ she said. 

Mike Sagas of the University of Flor- 
ida co-wrote an article for the journal 
“Sex Roles” that found women are much 
more. likely to be hired as assistance 
coaches than head coaches. 

“The data clearly show there is still 
a ‘good-old-boy network out there, a 
mindset in which men would still rather 


hire other men as head coaches,’ Sagas 
said. “Currently, the ‘good-old-girl’ net- 
work for women is:less prevalent at the 
highest levels of athletics administra- 
tion. So when it comes to being hired 
for the head job, men are more often 
hired.” 


>< P< p< 
Contact Dan King in the 
Sports department at 
(916) 278-5145. 





Draft: Schloredt, Cabrera were 2 out of 25 draftees 


Continued | page Bl 


Schloredt said. “It was definitely a price- 
less moment.” 

Emotions ran high throughout the day 
as the two called their families to inform 
them of the good news. “Mom cried. She 
was so excited she started crying on the 
phone,” Schloredt said. “My dad couldn't 
stop yelling and screaming” 

“My parents almost started crying,’ Ca- 
brera said. “If it wasn't for them I wouldnt 
be where I am right now.” 

Getting drafted allows the two-to con- 
tinue playing softball without having to go 
overseas. “I knew this wasn't going to be 
my last year. What I was going to do after 
I didn't know,’ Schloredt said. “Overseas 
was a possibility, but I didn’t really want 
to do that.’ 

Cabrera and her coaches had discussed 
playing in Italy before the draft. “Shed 
rather be here in this country, her parents 
can watch her,’ Strahan said. 

The road to being drafted has been a long 
one for the new Bandits, as both started 
playing when they were still in elemen- 
tary school. Cabrera didn't start playing in 
the outfield until she hit the college level. 
“Since I was 10, I was originally a second 
basemen,’ Cabrera said. — 

Schloredt followed in her brother Evan's 
footsteps. “I started when I was 9. I've 
always been a catcher, that’s what my 
brother was,’ Schloredt said. “I went to 








Photos by Tn Truderung State Hornet 
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Cabrera, left, and Schloredt, right, will be playing with former Olympic athletes. 


the baseball camps he went to. Id be the 
little tag-along sister in the corner doing 
the catching drills.” 

Together the two will help the cham- 
pionship Bandits defend their title, join- 
ing a roster filled with veterans and two 
Olympians. Led by superstar gold medal- 


winning pitcher Jennie Finch, the Bandits 
look to be a contender in 2009. The Na- 
tional Pro Fastpitch in 2009 will consist of 
five teams that also have other Olympians 
among rosters. om. 

“T think she (Finch) can take them a 
long way, Strahan said. “But I know (Ca- 


brera and Schloredt) can do their part and 
I think they can bring a championship to 
Chicago.” 

“I can’t wait to be able to stand next to 
them, play with them and see how they do 
things.’ Cabrera said. | 

Schloredt will be across the circle from 
quite possibly the most famous softball 
player in the world in Finch. “Tt still seems 
very unreal. Hasn't quite hit me that I'll be 
catching an Olympian,’ Schloredt said. “I 
work at a sports store. I sell her products.’ 

The International Olympic Committee 
voted in 2005 to drop softball and baseball 
from the Olympics If softball is reinstated it 
wouldnt be until at least 2016; but Cabrera 
and Schloredt are young enough to be fu- 
ture Olympians if the opportunity arises. 

“I think that’s every softball players 
dream from when theyre little to represent 


the United States and make it ta that level? _ 


Cabrera said. 

For now, the pair get to enjoy their last 
collegiate year with the respect of every- 
body who knows them. “They by far ex- 
ceeded expectations. They deserve all the 
successes they're getting,’ Strahan said. 

“Just to have the opportunity-to go pro 
and play with these great athletes, I couldnt 
ask for more,’ Cabrera said. 


i | 
Contact Mitchell Wilson in the 
Sports department at 

(916) 278-5145. 


THIS WEEK IN SPORTS 


BASEBALL 
@ CAL POLY 
2/27 L 2-9 
2/28L 5-11 
3/1L 2-6 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 
2/26 @ IDAHO STATE L 39-74 
2/28 @ WEBER STATE L 61-97 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
2/26 IDAHO STATE L 64-70 
2/28 WEBER STATE W 59-53 


‘| |. > SOFTBALL 
2/28 BOSTON UNI L 4-7 
2/28 @ SAN JOSE STATE W 3-0 


WOMEN’S TENNIS 
2/27 @ UC IRVINE L 2-5 
2/28 @ SAN DIEGO L 0-7 
3/1 @ SAN DIEGO STATE L 2-5 


2/27 - 2/28 @'BIG SKY 
MEN - 5TH | WOMEN - 2ND 


GYMNASTICS 
/27 BOISE STATE/UTAH STATE 
2ND 192.050 
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Eserima: Teaches knife defense 


Continued | page Bl 


12 from the class we had before coming to Sac State. 
We also gained about 8 new student members within 
the first two weeks that we've been (at Sac State). Were 
hoping to continue to grow off of that,’ Lopez said. 

The club teaches its members a style of Escrima 
known as “Bahalana,’ a Filipino term which translates 
to “come what may” or “bring it on.” This fearless style 
of self-defense sets itself apart from other martial art 
forms due to the fact that it is weapon-based, with 
sparring sessions that can look like an epic light-saber 
duel from Star Wars. Members also learn how to de- 
fend themselves against knife attacks and even practice 
Muay Thai kickboxing. 

Although the fast-paced action may seem intimidat- 
ing to observers, the instructors of the club make it a 
point to teach its new members at a comfortable speed. 
By the end of each session, new members come away 
with a sense of newfound confidence. 

“What I really liked about (the club) was the fact that 
the instructors were always friendly when I first came 
to check out the class. I also like the heritage part of it, 
since I myself am Filipino, and I’ve always wanted to 
learn Escrima so it was nice to find someone who did 
teach it; said Dinisio Mazon, a psychology major and 
President of the Filipino Martial Arts Club. 


The cultural aspect of Escrima appeals to many of the 
clubs members, many of who are of Filipino heritage. 
James Miranda, a chemistry professor at Sac State, be- 
came the faculty advisor for the club after training with 
the club since 2006. When the club needed a new place, 
Miranda offered to bring the club to Sac State. 

“Tm in a unique position where I can actually bring 
Escrima to Sacramento State as a faculty advisor, so I 
can open up a club like this and bring in all these peo- 
ple to study Escrima where as they wouldn't have had 
that opportunity before,’ Miranda said. 

“There is a big Filipino population here, and for those 
people to discover their own culture through the art of 
self-defense and give something that I didn't have as an 
under-grad, that is really rewarding to me, he said 

The club is eager to teach the art of Escrima to stu- 
dents of all ethnicities and ages, with instructors who 
create a welcoming environment for those who are 
new to martial arts as well as advanced fighters. 

The club meets every Tuesday from 6-8 p.m. and 
Sunday from 2-5 p.m. in Yosemite Hall 187. 


Pd >< p< 
Contact Michael Mital in the 
Sports department at 

(916) 278-5145. 


Furnished Studios, 1 & 2 BR 
Monthly or Lease 
Credit Cards Welcome 


Free Hornet Express Shuttle at Stop #4 & #5 


ASK ABOUT OUR 
SPECIALS! 


Warren Oaks 


— 2430 Fair Oaks 


916-481-3550 


Warren House 


610 Howe Ave. 


916-927-4185 


Warren Fulton 


1400 Fulton Ave. 


www.warrenproperties.com 


A Remco kB coh aL 
7767 LA RIVIERA DR 
UVSACRAMENTO.COM 


916-488-3876 


Equal Housing Opportunity 





NOW LEASING FOR FALL 2009 


INDIVIDUAL LEASES ¢ FULLY FURNISHED UNITS * PRIVATE BEDROOMS & PRIVATE BATHROOMS AVAILABLE 
INTERNET & CABLE PROVIDED *» COMPUTER LAB * TWO TENNIS COURTS * TANNING BEDS 
TWO RESORT- STYLE POOLS ¢FITNESS eS ¢ CLUBHOUSE WITH BILLIARDS, POKER TABLE & BIG SCREEN TV 
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lf you'd like to begin a health 
care career that sets you apart 
from your peers, consider 

the U.S. Army. Through the 
Health Professions Scholarship 
Program*, students can be 3 
eligible to receive full tuition for 
a professional degree in medicine 
or dentistry. The program offers: 


¢ Full tuition at an accredited © 
medical or dental school’ 


* Asign-on bonus of $20,000 ~— 
e Reimbursement for books, 


nonexpendable equipment’ 
and some academic fees 


e A monthly stipend of more 
than $1,900 


¢ Expert training alongside 
dedicated U.S. Army health i 
care professionals | 


anthony.clarke@usarec.army. mil, or visit 
us at healthcare.goarmy. com/hpsp. 


*Certain requirements and eligibility criteria apply. 


ARMY STRONG. 


©2008. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved. Information subject tochange,. iz ete 
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By CHRISTINA LI 
cli@statehornet.com 


“Implied Motion,” an exhibit by local artist Taylor Gutermute, has 

made its way,to Sacramento State. The exhibit will be displayed until 

March 19 at the University Union Gallery. Gutermute has worked 
in San Francisco, New York City and Sacramento. 

Tiffany Dreyer; design manager of the University Union and 
coordinator of the gallery, found Gutermute on Google. After 
reading her resume, Dreyer thought it would be amazing to 

have Gutermute show her work at the gallery. 

“Everyone knows her locally,’ Dreyer said. “I'm excited 
that she’s able to have a show.” 

The artwork displayed at the gallery features Gutermute’s 
freestanding sheet metal sculptures. Gutermute said her 
art is about her and the physicality she has with her work. 
“I really enjoy the physicality of working with the metal, 

so its involving me and the way I move physically through 
the world,” Gutermute said. “I’m a person of motion in many 
| ways, not only moving, but getting things done. I’m accomplish- 

m ing things, moving from one project to the next, so that whole 

|) sense of motion and rhythm shows up in most of my work.” 
/ 5  Gutermute’s sheet metal sculptures are created through a bak- 
b ing process that allows her work to be displayed either indoors 
or outdoors. 

“The color you see on my work is a powdered pigment that’s 
painted on and then heated to stay in place because it’s kind 
of powdery,’ Gutermute said. “Then a clear coat is put over 
the whole thing and then it’s baked on, so the pieces can be 

displayed indoors or outdoors. 

Gutermute said she hopes people can see the different 

types of motion in her pieces. 

“Some of the motion is more fluid, some is more chop- 
py, some is seeing through from one level to another, 
so it has that kind of dimensionality to it; Guter- 
mute said. 

Gutermute'’s piece known as “Conduit” was created by 

found objects. She used pieces of industrial conduit and re- 

shaped scraps of metal that she had left over from other projects. 

‘A conduit is like a connection, or a conduit is used for something 
to flow through, so I hope it’s giving that feeling of flowing through, 
Gutermute said. 

Gutermute’s inspiration for her work comes from her life and the 
materials she uses. 

"When I saw that conduit, I loved the bend in it, the curve in it; that 

_ sense of movement it has even when it’s just laying there,” she said. 
Israel Lopez, senior business major and University Union employee, 
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Gutermute’s sculptures are made of scrap metal and paint. 
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said he liked the exhibit because he hasn't seen many artists use metal 
in their artwork. Lopez did admit that he didn’t know what the pieces 
meant or stood for. 

“I don't know what it is. I think it’s just abstract,” Lopez said. “I just 
see a whole bunch of metal and color.” ) 

Gutermute said she felt great about being able to show her work to 
students, and hopes to inspire them. 

“If something ’'m doing can give someone else an idea — heaven 
knows I've been to so many art shows and museums and things, and 
you look at something and you get an idea, and it’s not that you copy 
that, but it inspires something in your own psyche about your own 
work,’ Gutermute said. 

Freshman Tauz Hall said he liked the new exhibit, and that it was 
probably the best one he has seen so far at the gallery. 

“Llike how it looks simple, but if you look at it up close — like the ones 
over there (points) look like ribbons, but it’s metal? Hall said. “There 
are a lot of intricate designs that took a lot of'time and effort.” 

Nick Alexander, a member of the community, said he usually stops 
by the gallery to have a look when he notices there is a new show. 

“I think it’s a pretty rich exhibit with sort of diverse pieces” Alex- 
ander said. “I think there’s some interesting sort of patterns in the 
sculptures.” 

The only concern Alexander has with the exhibit is the sharpness of 
some of the pieces, 

“If one gets too close they could get cut or scraped,” he said. “It is 
something one has to keep in mind with some of the pieces.” 

Gutermute has a studio at the Art Foundry Gallery in downtown 
Sacramento that is open on Second Saturday. On the second Saturday 
of every month, people are able to explore different galleries in down- 
town Sacramento which stay open to the public until the evening. 
Gutermute has also done public art that is displayed in the commu- 
nity. 

“I have two pieces - one at a park in Natomas and then I have an- 
other big one that was commissioned by the City of Sacramento and 


that's on Del Paso Boulevard,’ Gutermute said. “It’s a great big five- 


piece installation — the tallest part being 15 feet high. It’s really engag- 
ing to do public art.” 

Tim Scully, senior economics major, said he noticed that every once 
in a while the gallery tends to skimp on exhibits with sculptures. 

“It's nice to definitely see the gallery switch over to different medi- 
ums. Sculpture especially,’ Scully said. 

The University Union Gallery is open from 10:30-3:30 p.m. Mon- 


days through Fridays and from 5-8 p.m. on Wednesdays and Thurs- 


days. The show will have its reception from 6-8 p.m. on Thursday. 
' For more information, visit: www.csus.edu/union/gallery. 





Laughs hit campus 


By COZETTE ROBERTS 


croberts@statehornet.com 


Make way! Queens of comedy are com- 
ing to town! Sacramento State will host 
a performance from the Women Who 
Kick Comedy Butt tour on Thursday. . 
The show at Sac State will feature three 
of the 200 comediennes involved with 
the tour. 

“This show is outside the comedy box,” 
said Grace White, the show coordinator. 
The tour was created in 2001 by White, 
who is a comedienne herself. She said 
Women Who Kick Comedy Butt strives 
to bring fresh material and fresh faces to 
the comedy scene. 

“It is a show that is designed so woman 
can showcase their talent in a show where 
they are working with other women and 
producing PG-13 material; White said. 
“Some people like graphic material and 
other people are turned off by it? 

Alissa Morotti, senior communication 


studies major, enjoys going to the Sacra- 
mento comedy club, Punch Line. “There 
is nothing like a live show and I am really 
excited that there will be a free show on 
campus,’ Morotti said. 

Jackie Kashian is an accomplished co- 
medienne who will be performing with 
the show on Thursday. You might recog- 
nize her from NBC’s Last Comic Stand- 
ing or from Comedy Central’s half-hour 
special “Tough Crowd Premium Blend.” 
Kashian has been with this comedy tour 
for three years. 

“I play a lot of video games and I am a 
giant dork,” Kasian said. Her routine fo- 
cus.on her life includes her love for video 
games and her relationship with her hus- 
band, who happens to be a video game 
creator. 

“People have a misconception about 
woman comics; that they are all going to 
talk about the same thing. So what she 
likes to do is get women from all differ- 
ent walks of life and it makes it much 


more interesting, Kashian said. 

Kashian has found what makes comedy 
enjoyable for her without feeling that she 
needs to push the audience to laugh. 

For some comedians, their on-stage act 
is an exposed telling of their life. Kashian 
has a very interesting way of looking at 
her stage performances: “In my opinion I 
am always doing a caricature. To a vary- 
ing degree as a performer you are taking 
part of yourself and exaggerating it.” 

Kashian has learned a lot about what 
works in her act. “When you are talk- 
ing to people you are definitely affecting 
their opinions and their attitudes. What 
you choose to say and do up there is very 
important. You shouldn't take it lightly; 
she said. 

Gayla Johnson will also be performing 
in the show. Johnson has been perform- 
ing in the comedy realm for approxi- 
mately 12 years and has been with the 


see Comedy | page B5 





Travel to new language 


By VANESSA JOHNSON 
vjohnson@statehornet.com 


Students who are interested 
in learning a little bit more 
about another culture while 


earning college credits may 
have a chance to do so with 
the help of the College of Edu- 
cation at Sacramento State. 
The College of Education's 
Bilingual Multicultural Edu- 


cation Department is organiz- 
ing its third annual multicul- 
tural trip to Oaxaca, Mexico 
from July 10-25. 

The trip offers participants 


will gain a different perspec- 
tive on how to speak Spanish. 

Those who choose to can go 
to Oaxaca by themselves or 
in a group but, while they are 
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Zito, left, and fellow theater student Britni Barger goof around before rehersal.: 


Student earns 
theater honor 


By AMBER WERTMAN 
awertman@statehornet.com 


“Trying to humanize text that is al- 
most 400 years old is extremely difficult,” 
Henry said. “I look for someone who is 
very alive and someone who brings a lot 
of light to the verse.” 

He said winning this award should 


Down to earth, humble, determined, 
professional and pleasant. That’s how her 
family, friends and even professors have 


there, will be attending school 
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Paulina Salceda reads over a brochure about the trip. 


a chance to go to a foreign 
country and learn about a 
culture from the people who 
know it best - the locals; it is a 
travel study program. 

Peter Baird, associate profes- 
sor for the bilingual multicul- 
tural education department, 
has headed the event for three 
years and his job is to get peo- 
ple involved. 

“Well, it is all about helping 
students, teachers, or whoever 
wants to go, learn Spanish but 
in a cultural context? Baird 
said. 

Baird has joined the trip the 
last three years and insists that 
any person who chooses to go 


for two weeks. 

“It is learning but ‘it is also 
fun,’ Baird said. 

While in Oaxaca, partici- 
pants will attend school from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and then re- 
turn home to their host fami- 
lies. 

They have a chance to then 
return to school in the evening 
to gain cultural advancement 
or go into town where there 
will be a festival celebrating 
the culture of Oaxaca. 

“The town is in party mode. 
There is dance, music and 


see Study | page B5 


described Stephanie Zito, senior theater 
arts major. 

Recent winner of the 2009 Classical 
Acting Award from the Kennedy Cen- 
ter American College Theater Festival in 
Fullerton, Zito began acting her junior 
year at El Dorado High School in Vacav- 
ille. 

The winner of this prestigious award 
receives a $2,500 fellowship toa major 
professional acting training program. 
According to the Kennedy Center’s offi- 
cial website, the goal of the fellowship is 
to craft the finest man or woman in clas- 
sical acting. 

Gregg Henry, artistic director of the 
festival, said that the scholarship goes to 
someone with outstanding performance 
in a modern or Shakespearean play. 


be encouragement to keep up the good 
work, as cliché as it sounds. 

Growing up playing soccer and volley- 
ball, Zito said she didn’t always dream of 
becoming an actress. 

“I just assumed Id end up being a vet- 
erinarian and then the next day I'd want 
to be a lawyer,’ she said. 

Zito admits to disliking high school 
until she started doing theater her junior 
year. 

“I wasn't popular so I enjoyed hang- 
ing out with theater people and the band 
geeks,” she said. 

One of her teachers encouraged Zito to 
attend the Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
summer seminar after her junior year. 

The festival is a two-week seminar for 


see Zito | page B5 
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Comedy: 


put on performance 


Continued | page B4 


comedy tour for three years. 

Johnson and White agree that 
there is no need for any comedy 
to be crude or violent. “She sees 
that women are the mothers of 
our earth and they need to be 
honored,’ Johnson said. 

Rather than focusing her act on 
the pain of being a woman, John- 
son looks for the positive light to 
tell her story. 

She would rather take painful- 
messages and put a spin on them 
so women can learn to laugh and 
grow from their life experiences. 

Johnson said that there is a type 
of sisterhood, that goes hand in 
hand with these performances. 
“Women can get together and 
not be catty. Women can get to- 
gether and can do just as good a 
job as guy comics,’ Johnson said. 

This show gives women new 


ground to stand on and it avoids, 


the cliché Hollywood look of 
women in the public eye. “A real 
woman has feelings and emo- 
tions and can articulate them, 
Johnson said. 

Johnson originally wanted to 
be a broadcast journalist. After 
spending some time working in 
that field, Johnson realized it was 
not for her. She ventured into act- 
ing and, through acting, found 
comedy. 

Comedy is Johnsons passion. 
“Through comedy I can stand up 
on a stage and talk about what is 
real for me, it is my own voice 
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and it has changed as I have 
changed,” she said. 

The show will also feature co- 
median Beth Schumann who 
has been with the tour for about 
four years. Schumann was one 
of the first groups of comedi- 
ennes to start working on the 
tour when White created it in 
2001. 

In some tours, Schumann 
said, they will try to throw a 
female performer in just to feel 
like they have done the right 
thing. 

To Schumann, this tour is 
even more compelling because 
of the female camaraderie and 
the joy of women working with 
other women to create enter- 
tainment. “What we are try- 
ing to accomplish is to present 
a show that is well-rounded 
with unique stories that each 
performer will bring to it,’ she 
said. - 

Morotti is anxious to see the 
show and see the women in 
action. “Its nice to know that 
there is a tour that promotes fe- 
male comedians. I am really ex- 
cited to see what these women 
can do, Morotti said. 

Women Who Kick Comedy 
Butt will be performed at 7:30 
p.m. on Thursday in the Uni- 
versity Union. The event is free 
to all students. 
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Study: Students immersed in new cultures 
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food for anybody to enjoy, Baird 


said. 

The teachers that will be giving 
lectures while in Oaxaca will be 
Mexican instructors who will per- 
form all of their teaching in Span- 
ish. This immersion is a great way 
to learn Spanish well, Baird said. 

The teachers are from the Insti- 
tuto Cultural in Oaxaca, Mexico. 

Not only do the participants get 
to learn from their experiences, but 
they also can receive three units to- 
ward graduation. 

“In my department, it does satisfy 
a cultural requirement but it could 
also satisfy other requirements in 
other departments,’ Baird said. 

The travel study program. will 


cost $1,995 and will cover food, 


housing and two weeks of tuition 


to school. It also includes textbooks 
and a guided tour of Monte Alban, 
a city on top of a Zapotecan Moun- 
tain that once ruled over Oaxaca 
Valley. 

Participants, will have to buy their 
own plane tickets and their “fam- 
ily” will meet them at the airport to 
pick them up. 

Christine Ogapa, junior nurs- 
ing major, went on the study pro- 
gram last year to try and expand 
her knowledge of the Spanish lan- 
guage. . 

“I chose to go because I am a 
nursing student and I thought it 
would be beneficial to become 
bilingual and that it would help 
me to communicate with Spanish 
speakers, Ogapa said. 


Ogapa said that by going to Oax- 
aca on her own, she learned to ex- 
pand her social skills. 

“For me, I was not very indepen- 
dent and going to Oaxaca brought 
a sense of independence and made 
me develop a lot of social skills. 
It really forces you to use the lan- 
guage, and not just learn it, but ex- 
cel in it,’ Ogapa said. 

Sydney Nelson, who is involved 
in the BMED, also went on the trip 
last year.and said that the trip made 
her become more in touch with a 
different culture. 

Nelson decided to extend her stay 
in Mexico from 15 to 26 days and 
she said that she gained memo- 
ries and friends that she will nev- 
er forget. 

“During the two weeks I spent 
with our group, I experienced 


more than I could have imagined. 
Going to seminars, learning about 
Mexican economy and education 
in Mexico, and the many excur- 
sions all helped me to get a feel for 
Mexico,’ Nelson said. 

Students interested in finding 
more information on the event can 
attend some of the orientations 
that will take place on April 21 and 
June 9 in Napa Hall. 

Information such as the itinerary 
of the study program and infor- 
mation about the programs leader, 
Baird, can be found on the BMED 
website at edweb.csus.edu/bmed/ 
mexico, 
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aspiring actors where they par- 
ticipate in a wide range of activi- 
ties designed to introduce them 
to the aspects of professional 
theatre, according to the festi- 
val's website. | 

The head of the theater arts 
department at the time, Robert 
Pomo,; was the deciding factor 
for Zito to attend Sacramento 
State. 

“Theater can sprout arrogant 
and cocky people. That wasn't 
what I wanted. But the teachers 
and Robert Pomo were really 


welcoming to me,’ she said. “I 


think bigger programs are so fo- 
cused on theater and can judge 
each other and be harsh with 
each other, and I wanted some- 
thing more humble and real.” 
Zito realized that in an unsta- 
ble career like theater, it didn't 


matter if income was steady; as 


long as she was doing what she 
loved, she would be happy. 
Deciding she wanted to act for 
the rest of her life was not an easy 
thing to reveal to her parents. 


“They asked if I loved doing it 


and I'said yes so they supported 


me 100 percent, but I was actu-. 


ally really scared to tell my par- 
ents I wanted to do theater as my 
profession,’ she said. 

But not everyone in Zito’ life 
gave her as much support as her 
parents did. 

Last semester, the director of 


—a play called “Picnic” told Zito 


that she was unfit for the part 
and that trying out would be a 
waste of her time. 

“So I went home, changed my 
hair, learned the script all sum- 
mer, came back and tried so hard 
to prove her wrong, Zito said. “T 
turned out getting the part.” 

Michelle Felten, assistant pro- 
fessor of acting and voice as well 
as the director of “Picnic,” said 


‘she saw a different character for 


Zito. 
“T felt she could be in between 


two different characters and 


that she kind of fell between the 
cracks,’ Felten said. 

Zito proved the director wrong. 
Her perseverance paid off and 
Felten certainly was impressed. 

“I have to hand it to Stephanie. 
I think I told her if you could 


“prove me Wrong more power to. 


you, Felten said. “She read the 


play many times, and was fully 
aware of the character.” 

When Zito performs, her par- 
ents have a hard time under- 
standing where she gets her act- 
ing skills. 

“It’s a weird thing for my hus- 
band and I when we watch her 
in plays and have to remind our- 
selves that’s our Stephanie,” her 
mother said. “It’s like she trans- 
forms into someone else.” 

Zitos mother, Susan Zito, has 
dedicated many hours to the suc- 
cess of her daughter and some of 
the other students as well. 

“I helped in the costume shop 
with making the dresses. I feel 
like 1 know some of the kids that 
are about to graduate,’ Susan 
said. 

It is clear to her parnter, Dex- 
ter Galang, that during her per- 
formances Zito fully transforms 
into her character. Galang, se- 
nior theater arts major, recalls 
a memory of her in their recent 
competition together. 

“She gives me so much to work 


with, so much ggub-text, grou 


come to life more because she is 
so alive and present in the mo- 


ment,’ Galang said. “I’ve never 
experienced anything like it.’ 

Dan Demers, close friend and 
senior theater arts major, can 
see bright things in Zito’s future 
after she graduates in May. 

“I know more than anything 
she wants to be successful and 
she has the drive and talent to 
do so,” he said. “Our career is 
not stable in any way so she has 
to prepare for that.” 

Zito said that in her immediate 
future she is really looking for- 
ward to Graduate school, with 
hopes of one day making it big. 

“I am horrified about going 
out into the real world right now 
so I really want to go to gradu- 
ate school and get my bachelor’s 
degree in fine arts,’ she said. 


“Tt shows I’ve been really well 


trained.’ 
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